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introduction

Welcome to TRIBES. I’m so glad you’ve decided to join a 
TRIBE and dive into this study. The theme of this study 

is belonging. You were made to belong. You were created to 
be part of a community. But not just any community, the 
community of God’s people. 

God designed our relationship with Him to always be done in 
community. He speaks to us in community and we worship 
Him in community. God organized Israel into tribes in the 
very first book of the Bible (Genesis 49) and we see tribes 
worshipping Jesus in eternity in the very last book of the 
Bible (Revelation 7:9). I have chosen to call this community a 
TRIBE.

I wrote this study due to a trend that I’m witnessing 
throughout North American culture. People in the church 
are gathering less and less. There are not fewer Christians, but 
there are Christians gathering less often. Many reasons point 
to this but two are at the forefront of this study. The first is 
that people are busier than they’ve ever been. The second 
is that a type of community exists in the palm of your hand. 
People are seeing the need to gather less often.

I am reminded of what one biblical author tells his audience in 
the 1st century AD:  “We should not stop gathering together 
with other believers, as some of you are doing. Instead, we 
must continue to encourage each other even more as we see 
the day of the Lord coming.” Hebrews 10:25 (GW).

The day of the Lord is coming. It’s closer now than it was 
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nearly 2,000 years ago when this was written! I believe this 
verse is as relevant today as it was when it was first penned. 

You’re doing exactly what the Bible recommends: to keep 
meeting together as the church. And I truly believe that 

as you do, God will radically bless you in your relationships. 
How can I be sure of that? Because blessing always follows 
faithfulness to God’s Word.

Thank you for committing yourself to grow your faith with 
your TRIBE. 

Pastor Aaron Hanson

introduction
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how to use this book
A brief explanation of the features and flow of this study.

GET TING STARTED
There are two questions before each lesson to open 
up your meeting. These questions are designed to 
focus everyone on the lesson of the week.

VIDEO TEACHING
Each week there is a short video teaching to 
watch together. There are video notes to follow 
along and fill in the blanks.

GROUP DISCUSSION
After the video there are a few questions to 
help the group go deeper into the content. The 
questions are meant to guide the conversation. 
However, don’t feel pressure to answer every 
question. You can pick one or two that you think 
are relevant to your group. Make sure everyone has 
enough time to share their thoughts.
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ACTION STEP
The action step is meant to put into practice what 
you’ve learned together as a group. This is where 
you apply the Word of God to your life. Don’t 
skip this step. The application of scripture leads to 
transformation.

PRAYER
At the end of each session take time to pray 
for one another as a group. Make sure you give 
enough time to pray.

DIGGING DEEPER
Between weekly sessions there is a scripture 
passage to meditate on and a question per day to 
reflect upon. This will help you to understand and 
put what you learn into practice.

how to use this book

SERMON NOTES
This study is designed to complement the 
weekend teaching at church. To get the most out 
of this study, commit to attending and taking 
notes at the weekend gathering.
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TRIBES: WEEK 1

cultural paradox

“it has become appallingly obvious that our 
technology has exceeded our humanity.”
- albert einstein



GETTING STARTED

Why did you decide to join a tribe? What are your hopes for 
this study?

Most of us want deeper relationships in our life. What are 
the things in your life that keep you from making authentic 
connection with others?
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“
VIDEO TEACHING

We live in a cultural paradox.

Never before in the history of mankind has it been so 
easy to connect with people all over the world. At the 
same time the world has become smaller and we are 
more connected than ever before, we have never been 
so lonely and isolated.”
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three truths about community

Connection with others is one of the deepest   
     of every human.
 
The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be 
alone.” 

Genesis 2:18a

GOD CREATED ME FOR        . 

“All the believers kept meeting together, and they shared 
everything with each other. From time to time, they sold 
their property and other possessions and distributed the 
money to anyone who needed it. The believers had a single 
purpose and went to the temple every day. They were joyful 
and humble as they ate at each other’s homes and shared 
their food. At the same time, they praised God and had the 
good will of all the people. Every day the Lord saved people, 
and they were added to the group.” 

Acts 2:44–47 (GW)

THE BEST COMMUNITY IS FOUND IN THE                                         
OF GOD.

“After this I looked, and there before me was a great mul-
titude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, 
people and language, standing before the throne and before 
the Lamb.”

Revelation 7:9a (NIV)

COMMUNITY PREPARES ME FOR    .

9



definition of a tribe

A group of people connected together around a 
common leader, with a certain set of beliefs, and 
common behaviors. 

For us a TRIBE is a small group of    , 
being led by   , who believe in the   

 and live as                         .

But you are a chosen people, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special 
possession, that you may declare the praises 
of him who called you out of darkness into his 
wonderful light.” 

1 Peter 2:9
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A TRIBE can be summed up with the 
following five attributes:

•    God wired me for connection 
and community in His church.

•    God asks me to trust in His son 
Jesus Christ.

•    God gave me Jesus as an 
example of how to live my life.

•    God gave me His Holy Spirit to 
become all that He made me to be. 

•    God asks me to share His 
Gospel with those around me and bring them 
into His community.
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discussion questions

• In the video you learned about the “Cultural Paradox.” How 
has this impacted your life and relationships?

• Read Acts 2:42-47. This passage records the earliest 
description of the church. What are the attributes you see 
that are counter-cultural today?

• Do you feel like the attributes in Acts 2 describe your 
relationships with believers? If not, which ones would you like 
to see more of in your life and relationships?

• In the video Pastor Aaron said, “Community prepares me for 
eternity.” How can that truth shape the way we live today?
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action step

prayer

What is one step I can make this week to be more like the Acts 2 
church?

One of the best ways to build authentic community is by praying 
for one another. Take some time as a group to share prayer 
requests and pray. 

Helpful hint: Pray for the person to the right or left of you OR 
volunteer to pray when someone in your TRIBE shares a request.
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digging deeper

Read Acts 2:42-47. What is the core message of this scripture?
truth
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digging deeper

Read Acts 2:42-47. What does this teach me about Jesus?  How 
does this deepen my relationship with Jesus?

jesus
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Read Acts 2:42-47. What does this teach me about my 
relationships with other believers? How does this affect the way I 
see myself?

connect

digging deeper
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